
 

 

Event Grants and Sponsorship Guidelines 
2024/2025  

 

 

Each year, Surf Coast Shire Council (Council) supports, partners, facilitates or delivers some 300 events 
across its coastal and hinterland townships and surrounds. These events are valued by Council and are 
central to the Shire’s identity, prosperity and vitality. They form an important part of community and civic 
life, providing a range of economic, social, cultural and environmental benefits for residents and visitors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Funding Stream Opening Details Funding range 
Tourism Event 
Grants 
 

Open: 1-28 February 
2024 

 High attendance events that attract significant 
visitation from outside the Surf Coast Shire 

 Provide measurable economic benefit and the 
opportunity to promote the region to a broader 
audience 

 Examples include mass participation sports 
events and large scale music festivals 

$2,000 - $10,000 

Boutique Creative 
/ Special Focus 
Event Grants 
 

Open: 1-28 February 
2024 

Boutique creative 
 Specialised arts / cultural events that attract 

visitors from outside the Surf Coast Shire 
 Raise the profile of their host town and enrich 

the lives of residents 
 Examples include film, music, arts, food and 

wine festivals and events 
Special focus 
 Events that champion social, cultural, health or 

environmental issues in our community 
 Attract visitors from outside the Surf Coast 

Shire 
 Examples include Indigenous Culture, 

Sustainable Living, Gender Equality, Mental 
Health and Wellbeing 

$500 - $7,500 

Community Event 
Grants 
 

1st round opens: 1-30 
April 2024 
 
2nd round open: 1-31 
October 2024 
 

 Bring together diverse groups, abilities and ages 
within the community 

 Celebrate local communities 
 Usually small scale in nature, with a dominant 

social and community focus 
 Predominantly attract local residents 
 Round 1 is for events held between 1 July – 24 

December 2024 
 Round 2 is for events held between 1 February – 

30 June 2025 
 

$500 - $3,000 

Community 
Christmas Carol 
Funding  

Open: 1-31 October 
2024 

 One event per township will qualify for funding 
 Townships are pre-allocated the level of funding 

based on the event size  and township 
population 

 Three levels of funding available (based on 
event capacity)  
- Small: 101 –400  = $300 
- Medium: 401 - 900 =$500 
- Large: 901+= $900 

$300 - $900 

Event 
Sponsorship  
 
 
 
 
 
 

On application   Established events that are considered part of 
the fabric of Surf Coast life 

 Offer significant economic and/or socio-cultural 
benefit to the community and host town 

 May have previously received funding through 
the various grant stream 

On application  

 
Council officers reserve the right to advise funding applicants of the most appropriate stream for their event.



 
 

 

 

 

✔  

✔  
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 ✔ 
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 ✔ 

*Auspicing allows not for profit, incorporated organisations to accept grant funding on behalf of individuals or groups who are not 

incorporated. The auspice organisation is responsible for accepting the grant, receiving the grant and paying the grant to the 

recipient and ensuring, to the best of their ability, that the funds are used for the purpose for which the grants were intended. 

The auspice will also sign the grant agreement and will be responsible for the grant acquittal. Generally, if your event is auspiced, 

public liability insurance is the responsibility of the applicant, not the auspice organisation. 
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Criteria 

 
Tourism  
Events 

Boutique 
Creative/ 

Special Focus 
Events 

 
Community 

Events 

Economic development opportunities – describe how the project will 
stimulate the economy including: 
 Boosting off-peak visitation, overnight stays and expenditure; 
 The amount of visitation/tourism from people attending from 

outside the Surf Coast Shire and the length of stay during the event; 
 The level of training or visitation generated in the lead-up to the 

event; 
 The level of expenditure these visitors will generate (or have 

generated historically); 
 The opportunities where Surf Coast Shire or the host township can 

be promoted, the nature of this promotion and the marketing reach; 
 The level of involvement of local businesses in the event both pre 

(supply chain expenditure in event set up) or during (local business 
integration); 

 The ability of the event to trigger repeat visitation to Surf Coast 
Shire; 

 The opportunity to reinforce the brand of the Surf Coast Shire in a 
positive way. 

 
 
 
 

60% 

 
 
 
 

40% 

 
 
 
 

10% 

Social opportunities – detail the community benefits provided by the 
event – short and long- term - including: 
 How the event will create social gathering opportunities; 
 The level to which people of diverse groups, abilities and ages are 

brought together; 
 Evidence of how the event will positively impact the host 

community; 
 Identify if the social opportunities are short (event specific) or long 

term (ongoing benefits) in nature; 
 Level of involvement by local volunteers. 

 
 

20% 

 
 

30% 

 
 

45% 

Cultural opportunities- does the event plan for and contribute to: 
 The development of arts and culture in the host township or greater 

Surf Coast Shire;  
 Arts and cultural networks in the Surf Coast Shire; 
 Other arts and cultural programs and/or projects taking place 
 Linking attendees to culturally significant aspects of the host 

community through the event 

 
20% 

 
30% 

 
45% 

Environmental sustainability - does the event plan for and contribute to: 
 Positive environmental sustainable outcomes in the short (event 

specific) or longer term; 
 Fully comply with Council’s Plastic Wise Policy, including elimination 

of all single use of plastic bottles, plastic bags, plastic straws, plastic 
packaging and balloons; 

 A level of excellence in event management from an environmental 
aspect (includes rubbish removal, waste, recycling and techniques 
that minimise the carbon; 

 Demonstrate a commitment to minimizing waste being sent to 
landfill*** 

 Provide an element of environmental education or awareness 

 
 
 

PASS/ 
FAIL 

 
 
 

PASS/ 
FAIL 

 
 
 

PASS/ 
FAIL 

  Disability Access and Inclusion – Describe how the event: 
 Demonstrates a commitment to the inclusion of people with a 

disability (not limited to people with a physical disability) 
 Provides information to attendees to enable people with a disability 

to plan or choose not to attend the event. 
 Considers neurodiversity and mental health needs.  

 
   PASS/ 

FAIL 

 
       PASS/ 

FAIL 

 
    PASS/ 

FAIL 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://surfcoastevents.com.au/event-organisers/event-grants-sponsorship/
https://surfcoastevents.com.au/event-organisers/event-grants-sponsorship/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Appendix 1 
Christmas Carol Funding Breakdown  

Carol Funding Details 

** Only one event per township will qualify for funding. There are three levels of funding available under this program. 
Townships are pre allocated the level of funding based on the event size (as depicted below).   

 Small 101 –400  = $300 
 Medium 401 - 900 =$500 
 Larger 901+= $900 

 
Conditions of funding:  

1. The event must be on public land or in a public facility and free for the community to attend 
2. If more than one organisation per township apply for funding, priority will be given to the organisation that have:  

a. Previous experience in delivering Christmas Carols.  
b. Provide greater accessibility for all members of the community 
c. Best serve the townships population 

Applications will be open from 1-31 October each year.  

 
Townships & Funding 
The following townships can apply for funding. Current township size and approximate event size are indicated 
to identify level of funding to be received for Christmas Carols.  
 

Town  Event  Township 
population  

Event 
capacity/ size  

Funding S,M,L 

Aireys (Includes 
Fairhaven, Eastern 
View & Moggs Creek) 

Aireys Inlet 
community 
Christmas Carols  

1415 150 Small -$300 

Anglesea  Carls by 
Candlelight  

3208 400 Medium - $500 

Torquay  Carols by the Sea  18534  5000 Large - $900  

Jan Juc Jan Juc Carols  4151 500 Medium -$500  

Winchelsea  Carols by the 
Barwon  

2456 200 Small -$300  

Lorne  Carols on the 
Lorne 

1327 150 Small - $300 

Deans Marsh  Twilight Carols 368 300 Small -$300 

Moriac  No Carols 
currently  

852 Est: 250 Small- $300 
(Currently NA) 

  


